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Please join us at our next Neighbors United meeting,
Monday, September 14, 2015 at 7:00 p.m.
at the Claude Pepper Senior Center, 1762 S. La Cienega Boulevard.
Faircrest Heights: One of the Hottest Neighborhoods In America In 2013—BusinessInsider.com
In this Issue

President’s Corner
By Laura Anderson
Hello Neighbors
Thank you, thank you, thank you to all
who helped to make our Block
Party 2015 a tremendous success. Nearly 300 of our neighbors and friends
came out and enjoyed good food, entertainment and lots of prizes. I thank
all of our core committee members and volunteers who helped to make this
a memorable occasion.
We are especially grateful to City Council President Herb Wesson, PICO
Neighborhood Council, D. R. Horton Homes, Kaiser Foundation Health
Plans, Model Neighborhood Program, and all of our sponsors who
contributed generously to make this event possible. Please see more
information on page 2. We encourage you to visit and support our
sponsoring businesses.
At our next meeting, we’ll have a guest from First American Home
Warranty to share with us ways to protect our most expensive investment—
our homes. Also, we’ll have a presentation on the proposal to bring a new
Starbucks to La Cienega.
Hurray, hurray! Trees have been pruned throughout Faircrest Heights in the
last month or so, thanks to the City’s efforts to cut trees and repair
sidewalks. We now await the sidewalk repairs. Fingers crossed.
DR. Horton Homes held its grand opening of The Faircrest on August 22 and 23
showing three new model homes at Sawyer and Fairfax. Many of our
neighbors visited and many have expressed positive views about the homes.
Many are concerned about the traffic to come when all the homes are sold.

Models are open daily from 9 a.m. till 6 p.m. Construction is underway on
the first phase. A few homes have been sold already.
We’ll see you on Monday, September 14.
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LAPD Numbers
Emergency
911
Non-emergency
311 or
877-275-5273
(877-ASK-LAPD)
Wilshire Station
213-473-0476
Senior Lead Officer Adam Green
213-793-0647 (North of 18th Street)
Senior Lead Officer Charles Thomas
213-793-0786 (South of 18th Street)
Anonymous Tip Line
877-529-3855
(877-LAW-FULL
------------------------Call 911 immediately if you see persons
breaking into homes or loitering around
neighbors’ homes.
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Block Party 2015
Our Neighbors United 2015 Block Party, held on August 8, was a great success in bringing together our long term
and new neighbors. Our newest neighbor was a mere 5 days old!
It was also a pleasure to see our City Council President Herb Wesson meeting
with neighbors and calling out door prize numbers,
Thanks to Congresswoman Karen Bass, whose representative, Jacqueline
Hamilton, presented a Certificate of Special Congressional Recognition to
Neighbors United for our 34 years of continuous service to the community.
We’re grateful to the following event sponsors, whose generosity helped us
put on this terrific community event:
We also wish to acknowledge
other local merchants who
donated gift certificates and other
gifts-in-kind. Thanks to Miss
Page and the Project 18 Forty
dancers who entertained
beautifully and many of our
neighbors who donated gifts for
door prizes, contributed funds for
purchasing kids’ craft items, and
gave generously of their time and
energy to plan and volunteer at
the event
We hope you will patronize our local businesses – and thank our sponsors, donors and volunteers for their
support.
Special thanks to our Senior Lead Officers, Adam Green and Charles Thomas, who spent the day getting to know
our neighbors, showing off their new squad car and answering questions.
We’re grateful for the team effort that went into this wonderful event – a real testimony to the strength, vibrancy
and cohesion of our community.
We expressly invite our newer neighbors to attend Neighbors United meetings (7:00pm on the second Monday of
each month, at the Claude Pepper Senior Center on La Cienega), and to suggest other community building events
we might do in the near future.
Starbucks La Cienega & Airdrome - Doug Cooper

There is a proposal to open a Starbucks on La Cienega in place of the
current Burger King restaurant. Developers will attend our next
meeting with at our next meeting. Come and learn about it and get
answers to you questions.
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VONS Renovation

Vons Market at Pico and Fairfax is planning a $1 million interior remodel plus $300K to $500K in exterior improvements,
including a vertical garden on the side of the facility landscaping, berms, etc. Vons representatives have met with neighbors
from surrounding neighborhoods and PICO Neighborhood Council to discuss their plans and to receive input.
Neighborhood representatives expressed displeasure with Vons’ quality and service and pointed out that the market does not
meet the needs of the diverse communities it serves. They expressed disappointment that Vons is not completing the major
reconstruction we were told about previously. Vons’ will bring its merchandising executives to a meeting with the
Community within the next few weeks, so that it can begin now upgrading its selection and attempt to meet community
needs. Renovations are scheduled to begin in October.
Vons executives plan to apply for rezoning of the property to mixed use designation. This would substantially increase the
property’s value and make the replacement of the existing store and development of a new 48,000+ square foot store more
economically feasible. This would be done in partnership with an experienced mixed use developer. Further, such a
development would take three or four years to complete.
Theft of Mail and Packages from Porches
Several neighbors have reported the theft of mail and packages from the post office, UPS and FEDEX from their porches.
In fact there have been a number of news stories about theft rings throughout the country that actually follow the delivery
trucks and retrieve packages that are left.
Homeowners are beginning to install cameras at their front doors to help identify the thieves. Another way to protect
yourself is have your high-dollar items sent to your place of employment instead of your home, if the company allows it.
You could also have them shipped to the home of a person who you know will be home when you are not. You could leave
a note with the mail carrier alerting them to leave packages at the post office or notify the delivery service not to leave the
package if no one is home. That way you can pick up the package later at the facility. That may be inconvenient, but it is
safer.
If you have been a victim you should report the theft immediately to the delivery service. Be sure to report the theft to the
police department. For mail theft, report it to the U.S. Postal Inspection Service:
https://postalinspectors.uspis.gov/investigations/MailFraud/fraudschemes/mailtheft/ReportMailTheft.aspx.
Wilshire Station Open House - 09/20/15
LAPD Wilshire Division will be hosting an open house for the public, on Sunday, September 20, 2015 from 12:00 pm to
4:00 pm. Take the family.
LAPD Comedy Night and Jazz Benefit - 10/09/15:
The Wilshire Community Police Council is hosting a benefit for Wilshire's Cadet and Jr Cadet programs at the El Rey
Theatre at 5515 Wilshire Bl. For more information and sponsorship opportunities, please contact Wilshire CPC President
Steve Rosenthal at (323) 258-1589 or at events@wilshirecpc.com.
Movies in the Park
Council President Herb J. Wesson, Jr. will be continuing his annual tradition of “Movies in the Park” featuring familyfriendly movies shown around the 10th Council District. As always at "Movies in the Park," hot dogs,
hamburgers, popcorn, and a drawing will be provided free of charge. The festivities at each park begin at 6 p.m., with the
movies starting at sundown. Remember: bring your blankets, lawn chairs, and your family and friends and join
everyone in having a good time!
•
•

9/18 – Westside Park, 3085 Clyde Avenue - 2 Screens: The Book of Life and Paddington
9/25 – Reynier Park, 2803 Reynier Avenue – Penguins of Madagascar.
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PICO Neighborhood Council
The next PICO Neighborhood Council meeting is this coming Wednesday, September 16 (rescheduled from the 9th). There are a
number of very important issues: Small lot subdivision on Orange Grove; proposed 100 unit apartment complex on Pico at site of
Jerry’s Garden; support for mansionization ICO for Wilshire Vista Community. Come and here what’s happening beyond
Faircrest Heights.
The PICO Neighborhood Council is looking for a few committed folks. There are vacant seats for a Senior Representative and an
At Large Representative. For more information visit the PICO Neighborhood Council website at piconc.com. Meetings are held
on the 2nd Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at Saturn Elementary School, 5360 Saturn Street, Los Angeles, CA 90019. All are
welcome.
Yvonne Smith is our representative from Neighbors United-Faircrest Heights. She also serves on the Land Use Committee. Sue
Beidleman, Traci Considine and Mary Ann Yurkonis are stakeholder members of the Land Use Committee.

Hearts and Flowers
Our condolences to the following: Joan Anderson whose sister passed away; Olivia Lam and Kin Lee whose uncle passed away;
the family of Elevel Jackson who passed away recently.
We send get well wishes to Helen Crosby and Grace Ogundipe recovering from Surgery; Michael Jones, Earnestine Winston,
Tamara Lewis, and Helen Nelson.
Please keep in touch with neighbors who are ill, hospitalized, confined to their homes or bereaved. Give them a call or a visit to
brighten their day. Remember to notify your block captain or Virginia Thomas, our Hearts and Flowers chair, at 323-9357104 or stefflute1@aol.com.

Welcome New Neighbors
We welcome our new neighbors and invite you to come and get involved. We need your ideas, your skills and resources to help
us to maintain a great quality of life in our community.

Dues for 2015 are Due
It’s that time again. Please use the membership form below to provide your information. Enclose your check for $15 and mail it
to Neighbors United, P. O. Box 35103, Los Angeles, CA 90035, bring it to a meeting, or give it to your block captain. By
including your email address, we may be able to email future newsletters. Dues paid in November or December, are applied for
following year. Your dues cover the cost of renting our meeting place, printing newsletters, postage, and other miscellaneous
expenses, such as communicating with the City on planning and other issues. Thank you for your continued support.
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